PARTICIPATION OF SLOVAKIA IN COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES in 2003

Pursuant to the decision of the EU-SR Association Council on the Adoption                       of General Rules for Participation of the Slovak Republic in the Community Programmes No. 1/2002 (endorsed by Government Resolution No. 140/2002                      of 13 February 2002), from 2002 onward Slovakia accedes to new community programmes by signing the respective Memorandum of Understanding.                          The aforementioned decision of the Association Council (No. 212/2002 Coll.) entered into force on 1 March 2002. 

The Slovak Republic participates in the financing of its involvement in Community programmes through so-called “participation fees”. Participation fees are co-financed from the national PHARE programme 2002.

SECTOR: EDUCATION 

Programme SOCRATES (2000 – 2006)

In 2003, the Slovak Republic is active in the following sub-programmes: ERASMUS, COMENIUS, GRUNDTVIG, MINERVA, LINGUA, ARION, and Information Network EURYDICE.  The programme is coordinated by the National Office for Socrates.

Programme Leonardo da Vinci II (2000 – 2006)

In 2003, the Slovak Republic is active in the following sub-programmes: Mobility Measures (placements, exchanges), Pilot Projects (including Thematic Actions) and Language Competences. The programme is coordinated by the National Office Leonardo da Vinci.

Programme YOUTH (2000 – 2006)

Program is coordinated by the Steering Committee of the Youth Programme, which comprises seven members representing the Ministry of Education, Youth Council                  of Slovakia and Iuventa.

sixth FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT (2002 – 2006) 

The Memorandum of Understanding between the governments of candidate countries and the European Commission on the accession to the 6th FP was signed on 29 October 2002. The programme is coordinated by SARC – Centre                            for Advancement, Science and Technology. 

SECTOR: FINANCE

Programme Fiscalis 2007 

The Slovak Republic signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the accession to this Community programme for the years 2003 – 2007 on 5 May 2003 in a follow-up to the already completed programmes Mattheaus–Tax and Fiscalis 1998 – 2002.                  The programme is coordinated by the Ministry of Finance.

Programme Customs 2007 

The Slovak Republic signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the accession                     to this Community programme for the years 2003-2007 on 5 May 2003 in a follow-up to the programmes Customs 2002 (2000-2002), Customs 2000 (1998-2000) and Matthaeus (1995-1997) designed to enhance the professional capacity of the staff               of Customs Administration and the Customs and Tax Section of the Ministry                      of Finance. The programme is coordinated by the Ministry of Finance. 

SECTOR: CULTURE

Community programme CULTURE 2000

The year 2002 was the first year when the programme applied “sectoral approach” enabling to focus on one particular sector of culture – fine arts. Ten projects with                       the participation of Slovak entities were approved in 2002. The programme                       is coordinated by the Culture Contact Point at the Ministry of Culture of the SR.

Programme Media Plus 

The Slovak Republic signed Memorandum of Understanding on the accession to this Community programme for the years 2001-2005 on 10 January 2003.                             The programme is currently coordinated by the Ministry of Culture and the Media Desk office of the information-advisory centre.

SECTOR: ECONOMY

Programme programme Intelligent Energy for Europe (continuation of SAVE II)

The Slovak Republic is making preparations for the signature of a Memorandum                 of Understanding on the accession to this Community for the years 2003-2006.                    The programme is coordinated by the Ministry of Economy.

Community programme for the support of small and medium enterprises 

(2001 – 2005)

The programme is co-ordinated by the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic via National Agency for development of SME.

SECTOR: SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND LABOUR

Based on the decision of the EU-SR Association Council, Slovakia signed                         a memorandum of understanding in 2002 in respect of its accession to four Community programmes in the area of labour and social affairs. All programmes are coordinated at the national level by the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and                     the Family.

Community programme for gender equality (2001-2005)

The Slovak Republic signed a memorandum of understanding on the accession                  to this Community programme on 20 June 2002. 

Within the framework of this programme, the EC approved two projects for Slovakia:

· Project of the International Centre for Family Studies, focusing on the preparation of a publication that comprises 5 studies on gender equality and organisation of a national conference in October 2003 where the results                of the studies will be presented;

· The project of the Research Institute of Labour, Social Affairs and Family entitled “Challenge for Social Inclusion: From Dependence to Work (scheme of social assistance and incentives for work)” also focuses on the inclusion of Slovakia into the European strategy to combat poverty and social exclusion. The results of this research will be presented at a national conference to be held in the summer of this year.

Community programme to combat social exclusion (2002-2006)

The Slovak Republic signed a memorandum of understanding on the accession                 to this Community programme on 20 June 2002. 

Community programme to combat discrimination (2002-2006)

The Slovak Republic signed a memorandum of understanding on the accession                       to this Community programme on 20 June 2002. 

Community programme to support employment (2002-2006)

The Slovak Republic signed a memorandum of understanding on the accession                 to this Community programme on 14 November 2002. 

SECTOR: ENVIRONMENT

The European Environment Agency (EEA).

Activities of the Slovak Republic are coordinated by the Slovak Environment Agency, performing  following responsibilities:
· performance of tasks connected with the position of the Focal Contact Point for Slovakia. Slovak Environmental Agency provides continuous inputs into EEA database; 

· participation of Slovak experts at international conferences; 

· publications in the Slovak language.

Programme LIFE 

The Slovak Republic signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the accession               to this Community programme for the years 2000-2004 on 27 February 2003.                    The programme is coordinated by the Ministry of the Environment.

SECTOR: HOME AFFAIRS

Community Mechanism to Facilitate Reinforced Cooperation in Civil Protection Assistance Interventions 2002. Implementation of the programme began in 2003. The programme is coordinated by the Ministry of the Interior. Apart from continuing implementation of the above-mentioned programmes, the Slovak Republic acceded (in 2003) to additional nine Community programmes in the areas of information technologies, culture, finance, economy, environment, health care and home affairs.

SECTOR: INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES

Programme e-Content 

In May 2003, the Slovak Republic presented to the Government a proposal for                   the accession to the e-Content Programme through the 2001-2005 Memorandum                     of Understanding. The programme is currently coordinated by the Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications.

Programme IDA II. 

The Slovak Republic is making preparations for the signature of a Memorandum                 of Understanding on the accession to this Community for the years 2001-2005. At its session on 18 June 2003, the Government approved the wording                                         of the Memorandum and confirmed interest of the Slovak Republic to accede                    to the programme.  The programme is currently coordinated by the Ministry                       of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications. 

SECTOR: HEALTH CARE

Programme of Community Action in the Field of Public Health 

The Slovak Republic signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the accession                  to this Community programme for the years 2003-2008 on 29 January 2003.                   The programme is coordinated by the Ministry of Health.

SECTOR: FIGHT AGAINST DRUGS
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addictions

The Slovak Republic expressed interest to participate in the activities                                     of the European Centre for Drugs and Drug Addictions and to establish an institute for this purpose. 

